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Synopsis:

Paul’sjoy isthat Christ is being proclaimed no matter what circumstances he
found himself in. These verses are so relevant, so appropriate for all situations
of life that we are in. What should be your response to the circumstances you
find yourself in?

Last week Pastor Emily started us off on anew seriesin the letter to the
Philippians, written by the apostle Paul to the church at Philippi while hewasin
prison in Rome. Amazingly enough, in spite of Paul’s circumstances, the letter
to the Philippians is considered the book of Joy, as Paul usesthe word “joy” or

“rgoice” 16 timesin the 4 short chapters.

Paul’sjoy isthat Christ is being proclaimed no matter what circumstances he
found himself in. These verses are so relevant, so appropriate for all situations
of lifethat we arein, that since I’ ve been here at Geneva, which is about 3 years
now, these exact verses have been preached on 3 different occasions, by 3
different preachers. The last one being Pastor Michael, a powerful living
testimony to God'’ s faithfulness and joy that isfound in all circumstances, as
Christ is proclaimed and exalted.

PRAYER

One of thefirst lessonsin life that | taught my children wasthat life is not fair.
We' ve al heard kids say, “But she got to do such and such, and you won't let
me, it’snot fair.” My usual response was, very sympathetic of course, “Well,

dear, get over it. Lifeisn't fair.”
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Y ou might want to keep your Bible open

Another complaint that people have when life doesn’t go the way they think it
should gois, “Why Me! Why did this happen to me, what did | do to deserve
this bad thing? Why do bad things happen to good people?

In these verses, we find Paul in chainsin aprison in Rome. He had been there
for over 2 years. Hisdesire was to get out and to visit the churches which he
had founded. Very dear to his heart was the church at Philippi. Anyone who
has ever visited Philippi will never forget it. Thereis something very special
and almost sacred about sitting beside the river where Lydia, a business woman
mentioned in the book of Acts, was baptized. The Philippians loved Paul, but
had not seen him for over 4 years. They had heard some news about Paul, but
were asking some serious questions. “Ishestill inchains.” “Ishe still aive?’
S0, you can imagine the excitement of receiving thisletter. Inthe midst of his
chains of prison, Paul wrote, “Now | want you to know that what has happened
to me has really served to advance the gospel.” Paul wasin prison as aresult of
his preaching the gospel- but look at what happened. Instead of stopping the
spread of the gospel, Christ is proclaimed even more, even to the whole imperial
guard who heard and began to believe in Jesus. Not only Paul’ s testimony
proclaimed Christ, but look at V. 14, “Because of my chains, most of the
brothers and sisters having been made confident in the Lord by my
imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without fear.”
So, the Christians moved from fear to boldness as aresult of Paul’s
imprisonment.

Christ is proclaimed not only by Paul himself, but by the believers around him

who were speaking out with confidence and boldness.



Question for you today, Has your life ever had that effect on other Christians?
Thisisagood question to ask ourselves, especially with the economy the way it
Is. As| was preparing this sermon, | talked with three people who lost their jobs
just thisweek. Looking at Paul’ s response to hardships and trials, should give
us great encouragement. He never asked “Why me?’ But he did ask “How can
Christ be proclaimed? Are my circumstances providing greater opportunity for
the cause of Christ to go forward? If the answer is Yes, then | will rgjoice,

whatever the cost to me.”

Now | must add here that Paul did not like chains any more than you or |
would like them; he did not like his circumstances, but he rejoiced that God was

using them. And that meant much more to him than the anguish he suffered.

As we continue through this passage, looking at v. 15-18, athird way in which

greater proclamation of the gospel occurred due to Paul’ s circumstances was

because of the boldness of people with evil motives. That’s strange, but let me
explain. Paul knew that some people were preaching the gospel to build up their
own reputations, taking advantage of Paul’ s imprisonment to try to make a name
for themselves. Regardless of the motives of these preachers, Paul rejoiced that
the gospel was being preached. Some Christians serve for the wrong reasons.
Paul would not condone, nor does God excuse their motives, but we should be

glad if God uses their message, regardliess of the motives.

| would like to ignore these verses, because I'm so critical of some of the tele-
evangelist. | think all of usin thisroom have varying opinions on who speaks
out in the name of Christ, but it is clear in these verses that whatever the

motives, we are not to judge, Christ is being proclaimed. | don’t want to spend a
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lot of time on these verses, except to say and take to heart Paul’swordsinv. 18,
“The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true,

Christ is preached. And because of this| rgoice.”

Now, looking at your Bible, v. 19-26, another verse that many of us would like
not to examine too closaly isV. 21, “For to me, living is Christ and dying is
gan.” Very few of usliketo look at our own demise. To us, lifeisawaystoo
short, no matter how long it is. Whenever | read this verse | always question my
own faith. Can | really say this“For to me, living is Christ and dying isgain”?
About 2 months ago, Pastor Michael spoke on this and because of his physical
situation, he has lived this verse. Death was facing him head on, he was tested
inthisverse. Just last week, | heard a comment on testing that really made me
think. So often people will say that circumstances arein our lives so that God
can test us. That isatrue statement, but if God isall knowing and sovereign, he
already knows our grade in that test. So, why test us? Because God wants us to
know that we know. He wants us to know our grade. After all these health
issues of Michael, he knows that living is Christ and dying isgain. In the
Message, Eugene Peterson puts Paul’ s words this way, “ Everything happening
to meinthisjail only serves to make Christ more accurately known, regardless
of whether | live or die. They didn’'t shut me up; they gave apulpit! Alive, I'm
Christ’s messenger; dead, I'm hisbounty. Lifeversuseven morelife! | can’'t

lose.”

Now, as| think over my life, | feel that | can’t really identify with Paul. My life,
just like many, has had itsirritations, its problems, its ups and down, but nothing

in which | have had to face my own death, except for fleeting moments while
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driving on the freeway. But | have had the privilege of walking with people

through their chains, their imprisonment.

Take Jean Mead for example. Due to major complications with ahip
replacement, she spent last spring and summer, 5 monthsin Palm Terrace, on
the full care side, waiting for the infection to heal. When | would visit her, she
was either working on the insurance aspect of her health care with papers all
over her bed, or down the hall playing games. She used her music ability to
entertain the patients every afternoon on the piano. Never oncedid | hear her
complain or ask “why me.” This picture of her was just taken on Wed. here at
church. God used thistimein her life to draw her near to him, and she was able

to proclaim Christ and exalt him with her patience.

Thisnext dlideisof Taylor Martin, ayoung man who has been in my life for
15 yearsnow. Some of you have heard me talk about him and many times|
have put his name on our prayer chain. For awhile, his mother, Cyndi, attended
the Women in the Word Bible Study on Tuesday nights. | have played the role
of big sister/pastor to this family for the last 12 years and have been present at
al of hismany surgeries.

This picture was taken last summer while he spent almost 4 monthsin the
hospital recovering from a 22 hour brain surgery. Heis 20 years old, but
because his pituitary gland has been in jeopardy, he has not really grown into
adulthood. Helost his hearing at the age of 12, and currently is home, paralyzed
from hiswaist down, and is unable to eat, so is on afeed tube. Like Pastor

Michael, Taylor has stood at death’ s door many times.
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Two years ago, at the age of 18, he wrote down his autobiography. In hisown
words, here are parts of hisstory. “My nameis Taylor Martin; | am 18 years old
and was born with arare genetic disease called Neurofibromatosis Type 2 (NF-
2). | have endured more surgeries, pain, suffering, difficulties, and trialsin my
18 years of life than most people do in their entirelife. My mom and dad did
not know how difficult my life would be when | was diagnosed with NF-2 at the
ageof 5. Asl wasgrowing up, | always believed in God through the strong
influence from my parents as | was born into a Christian home. | believe that
God has gotten me through everything in my life because he wants me here on
earth to help carry out his message and influence others to come to him.
(Doesn’t that sound like Paul!) . . . Theway | describe my liferight now isa
day-in, day-out, 24 hours a day struggle or battle to enjoy or live my life as
happily as possible. “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.
(Philippians 4:13). Another scripture that Taylor quotesis, “For unto you it is
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his
sake (Philippians 1:29). ... He continues, “Now that | have graduated from
high school and received my diploma, my goal in lifeisto convince, persuade,
and draw people to Christ in a stronger faith and relationship with him through
my story.” Taylor ends his autobiography with this, “ God loves me very much
and he lovesyou too. | understand now, at this stagein my life, that like Jesus,
my suffering has been used for a specia purpose. | feel God knew | would
develop strength and courage in my life, to lead othersto him and | know he has
been with me every step of the way.”

The last person | want to tell you about is Renee Bondi who is coming herein
concert this afternoon. The theme of her concert is Celebrating 20 year s of
God’s Faithfulness. Many of you do not know this, but the meaning of this

title comes from the fact that 20 years ago, Renee was the choral teacher at San
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Clement High School. | knew her then. In anut shell, one night for some
unexplainable reason, she fell out of bed and broke her neck and instantly
became a quadriplegic. Her life changed forever. Before | started seminary, |
would spend one afternoon a week, doing whatever she needed me to do- our
favorite thing to do was to do errands, which allowed usto alot of gabbing. In
spite of her situation, God spared her voice, and she currently a national speaker
and Christian recording artists. Renee sees her chains, her wheelchair, as an
instrument through which Christ is proclaimed and Christ is exalted. Comethis

afternoon and see for yourself.

Now after reading this passage of Scripture and hearing these stories,

| asked mysdlf, “ What should be my response to the circumstances | amin? |
ask you, “ What should be your response to the circumstances you find your self
in?

Y ou can either respond, “Why me?’ Or you can Proclaimed Christ, and exalted
Christ.



