
Geneva Presbyterian Church April 1, 2022

HE IS RISEN! 
We are thrilled to report that all but one of our Holy Week worship 
services will be in-person for the first time since 2019. Come be a 
part of the celebration!

April 10: Palm Sunday 
10:30am worship in the Sanctuary, online and on Laguna Woods 
Village TV Channel 6.

April 14: Maundy Thursday 
7pm – Tenebrae service with communion in the Sanctuary.

April 15: Good Friday 
12pm worship, “The Seven Last Words”, online only. Connect 
on YouTube (youtube.com/genevapresbyterianchurchoc) or 
Facebook (facebook.com/genevapresoc).

April 17: Resurrection of the Lord/Easter 
10:30am worship in the Sanctuary, online and on Laguna 

Woods Village TV Channel 6.

NOTE: No youth or adult classes will take place Easter Sunday. 
Childcare for infants through age 3 is available. 
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Easter Flowers 
Order deadline: 
Sunday, April 10 

Recognize your loved ones 
and help us decorate our 
worship spaces. Each plant is 
$13 and will be displayed in 
the Sanctuary. Order online at 
genevapres.churchcenter.com
/registrations or use the 
enclosed order form. Forms 
are also available in the church 
office during the week or at 
the Welcome Center in the 
courtyard on Sunday mornings. 

Current Sermon 
Series 

Pastor Steve continues the 
sermon series  Embrace 
Geneva’s Future: Ash 
Wednesday, Lent, 
Holy Week and 
Making Disciples 
through May 29. 
Prepare for the message 
each week by reviewing 
the sermon texts found at 
genevapres.org/
currentsermonseries. 

GENEVA NEWS 
Worshipping | Learning | Connecting | Giving | Serving
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Worship Update   
A Special Palm Sunday - April 10, 10:30am
We will have an added degree of celebration as we 

welcome the Geneva Confirmation Class of 2022. The following 
students will be confirmed as members of the church by sharing 
their own statements of faith with the congregation: Ethan 
Morehouse, Noah Morehouse, Elizabeth Njoroge, Rebecca Njoroge, Ben 
Romberg and Madisyn Wood. Additionally, Ben Romberg will be 
baptized! We are proud to welcome these students to church 
membership and as we do so, reaffirm our commitment to walk 
beside them in their faith journey.

Geneva Job Opening: Director of Classical and Modern 
Worship and Music
The purpose of this position is, in relationship with the Pastor/
Head of Staff, to create and implement a compelling and engaging 
collaborative classical and modern liturgy and music worship service 
which embraces intergenerational and missional emphases. Click 
here for a full job description or visit genevapres.org/employment. 
Please send a cover letter and resume to jobs@genevapres.org.

Upcoming Activities   
Meet & Greet Lunch - April 3, 11:30am

New members, visitors and guests are invited for an 
Olive Garden lunch and fellowship hosted by Pastor Steve in 
Simpson Hall immediately following worship. If you are a member 
and plan on bringing someone new, please shoot elder Jane 
Kingston a quick email at janekingston@hotmail.com to let her 
know you're coming.

Parents Night Out - Saturday, April 23, 4-8pm
Fun, games, dinner and a lesson await kids age PreK-5th grade as 
adults enjoy well deserved time away. The evening is free, but if 
you feel compelled to donate, all money raised will go toward our 
Youth Camp and Retreat Scholarship Fund. Register online at 
genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations/events by Wednesday, 
April 20. Want to help out? We can always welcome volunteers. 
Contact Pastor Ryan at rromberg@genevapres.org to lend a hand.
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Jazz Vespers 
April 10, 4pm in the Sanctuary

Since 2016, Geneva has offered 
Jazz Vespers as a free gift to our 
community.  Until now, our 
generous sponsors have covered 
its $1,600 monthly cost, but our 
coffers are dwindling. In fact the 
Jazz Vespers account will run out 
of funds in two months if we do 
not increase sponsorships, 
thereby jeopardizing the 
continuation of the service. 

Average attendance for Jazz 
Vespers is down, we believe in 
large part due to the pandemic. 
This has taken a toll on sponsorship 
income. As restrictions are lifted 
our hope is that attendance will 
return to normal. It is for this 
reason, and the fact that Jazz 
Vespers traditionally reaches a 
different audience in our 
community, that we are not ready 
to abandon the service just yet. 

Please consider supporting Jazz 
Vespers. Sponsorships range 
from $50 to $1,200.  Visit 
genevapres.org/jazzvespers for 
the online sponsorhip link or 
contact Business Manager Gary 
Pado at gpado@genevapres.org.  

http://genevapres.org/employment
mailto:jobs@genevapres.org
mailto:janekingston@hotmail.com
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations/events
mailto:rromberg@genevapres.org
http://genevapres.org
http://genevapres.org/jazzvespers
mailto:gpado@genevapres.org?subject=Jazz%20Vespers%20Sponsorship
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Geneva Women’s Book Club - Tuesday, April 26, 1pm
This group meets the fourth Tuesday of the month from 1-2pm in 
McLennan Lounge. The focus for the April discussion is the book  
The Widows of Malabar Hill by Sujata Massey. To participate 
online, join the Book Club group at genevapres.churchcenter.com/
groups to receive an email with the Zoom meeting ID. For 
questions or technical assistance, contact the church office at 
949-837-2323 or email us at info@genevapres.org.

Mark Your Calendars 
Register now for the 2022 Women’s Retreat 

Friday, June 3 - Sunday, June 5
Women of Geneva, rest, recalibrate, and reconnect during the 2022 
Geneva Women’s Retreat at the Luther Glen Retreat Center in 
Yucaipa, CA which offers 15 private and semi-private rooms (all 
wheelchair accessible), and features a beautiful patio and gazebo, a 
fire pit, an outdoor kitchen and beautiful views of the Inland 
Empire. We are also excited to welcome presenter Leanne 
Strommen, formerly a pastor at Geneva and now serving at 
Community Presbyterian Church in San Juan Capistrano.

The cost is $199 per person (scholarships are available) and we will 
be carpooling to and from the venue. Register online now at 
genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations/events through Friday, 
May 20. If you have a question or would like to be a part of the 
planning, contact Molly Levegood at mollylevegood@aol.com.
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The GPW  Spring Tea 
is back! 
April 30, 12-2pm, Simpson Hall

Beautifully set tables showcasing 
a variety of china patterns from 
our GPW regulars are the backdrop 
for this luncheon and afternoon 
of multi-generational fellowship. 
Women of all ages are invited 
and whether or not you’re a 
monthly GPW participant, we 
invite you to grab your favorite 
teacup and join the fun!  All 
attendees are also asked to 
bring goodies to share (e.g. tea 
sandwiches, cookies, finger fruit, 
veggies, scones, etc.). 

The award winning OC Sound 
Chorus, a local a cappella group 
and member of Sweet Adelines 
International will be providing 
this year’s entertainment.  

Purchase tickets ($5) by April 24  
Sunday in the courtyard, in the 
church office during the week or 
at genevapres.churchcenter.com/
registrations/events. Please make 
seating requests at time of ticket 
purchase.  Tickets are limited 
and available on a first come, 
first served basis, so don’t delay!

http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/groups
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Missional Life Update 
The Geneva Missional Life Ministry Team is committed to 
hands-on ministry. If you are passionate about serving, or 

becoming a part of the Missional Life Ministry Team, contact elder 
Elizabeth Carlisle at 949-830-3233. To learn more about Geneva’s 
local, national and international mission partners, visit 
genevapres.org/serve. 

A Place to go...
This past year, it was the privilege of our Missional Life Ministry 
Team to expand our partnership with San Joaquin Elementary, an 
extraordinary school located three miles from the church. San 
Joaquin is designated as a Title I school which serves a high 
percentage of students from lower income families.  

Our relationship with the “Cheetahs” (the school mascot) began 
with the delivery of backpacks in 2021 donated and filled through 
our annual School Backpack Drive. Since then, the church has 
provided helping hands for a Second Harvest food distribution at 
the school, assisted in renovating a therapeutic 
“Wellness” garden which opened on their 
campus in March and, most recently, 
helped provide furnishings for a very 
special room at the school referred to 
as The Wellness Center.  
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Our Mission Heroes 

Long time Geneva member, 
Patrick Day, has been devoted to 
mission work his entire life. Well 
over 90 years old and legally 
blind, Patrick is a self–taught 
pianist who is able to play almost 
everything he hears!  A man who 
refuses to recognize limitations, 
he is also taking piano lessons to 
improve his classical repertoire. 

Patrick’s weekly mission is going 
to the Healthy Aging Center 
facility in Laguna Woods where he 
spends an hour playing uplifting 
melodies from the 40’s, the 50’s 
and the Great American Songbook.  
Those receiving care through 
therapy, exercise, and other 
activities sing along or tap a foot 
to these familiar tunes. 

A hero in her own right is Patrick’s 
wife of twenty years, Elsa, who 
drives him to his weekly 
engagements.  Elsa and Patrick 
are true role models for us all in 
finding a way to actively engage 
in mission work. They are making 
a difference in our community 
and we are delighted that they 
are both members of the 
Missional Life Ministry Team.  

Patrick and  
Elsa Day

http://genevapres.org/serve
http://genevapres.org
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The objective of the Wellness Center is to provide a non-threatening, 
non-stigmatized environment for students and families to de-stress 
when they need a calm area to help manage their fears and anxieties.

“As a former kindergarten teacher in a child development center, it 
has been my experience that many behaviors, such as bullying and 
hurting others, many times were a result of unspoken, unresolved 
problems the child was facing,” says Geneva member Carolyn 
Gerakos.  “This special room can help to destress the students, 
allowing them to focus in the classroom.”

Recently, the Missional Life Ministry Team was invited to view the 
Wellness Center.  Upon entering, Carolyn said the subtle lighting 
immediately set the tone for calm relaxation and described the room 
as “full of positive affirmations meant to nurture all who enter”.

This Center is also used for small classes of children who might be 
having problems with a particular lesson being presented.  And, so 
far, it seems to be a big hit with the kids! Comments from the 
children:  “I feel relaxed and calm when I’m here”, “Wow!  What a place for 
us to come!”, “This is so cool!” and “My new favorite spot!”

A place to go…what a wonderful idea, and one that we can be proud 
that we have helped to bring to fruition.  Our Missional Life 
Ministry Team looks forward to many new adventures in the coming 
years with this exceptional, award winning school.

Another example of our Mission dollars at work! 
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O’Neill/Boyer 
Scholarships 

Now through April 30, 2022, 
we are accepting applications 
for O’Neill/Boyer academic 
scholarships. These financial 
awards are offered to deserving 
youth as an  extension of the 
commitment Geneva makes to 
nurture, care, and guide 
children in the ways of Christ. 
Scholarships are also available 
to Genevans who want to go 
back to school to finish a 
degree, begin anew, or to 
pursue an advanced degree 
or special training. Visit 
genevapres.org/scholarships 
for information about 
scholarship eligibility, the 
application process and/or to 
complete an application.  

Scholarship 
Delivery Thank you! 
A big thank you to Geneva 
members Dave Lammert and 
Howard and Penny Prol for 
delivering the O’Neill/Boyer 
scholarship checks to our 
recipients from our sister 
church in Tijuana. We release 
these funds once a quarter for 
these students and to ensure 
the money arrives safely it is 
hand delivered each time. We 
appreciate Dave, Howard and 
Penny for volunteering to be 
the cheerful messengers! 

Showing some Cheetah pride! (L to R: The Rev. Ryan 
Romberg, Principal David Shun, Missional Life team 
members Elizabeth Carlisle and Carolyn Gerakos and San 
Joaquin school counselor, Rosalie Sunstedt.

http://genevapres.org
http://genevapres.org/scholarships
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Creating An Inclusive 
Culture 

This monthly column addresses how Geneva may become a 
more inclusive organization in today’s world. The goal is both to 
educate and begin a conversation about this incredibly complex 
topic. Questions and comments are encouraged and may be directed 
to Geneva Communications Director, Edie Robertson, at 
erobertson@genevapres.org. 

11. Facing our own bias 
A personal example from Geneva Communications Director, Edie Robertson

Years ago when my children were little, I woke up at 5:30am three 
times a week to walk with my neighbor, Karen, also a woman with 
small children. At this stage in our lives, this was the only time 
either of us could carve out for ourselves. I didn’t know Karen very 
well but figured this was a great way to remedy that.

For months we walked and shared our lives. Eventually, I felt 
increasingly comfortable with Karen, so much so that I began 
sharing my opinions more freely, and she the same. I found that 
even though we were very different, I really liked Karen and our 
walking conversations were substantive, not just the usual “mommy 
talk” about potty training and picky eaters. 

For a reason that I can’t quite recall, one morning we began talking 
about immigration. I began explaining to Karen that I had nothing 
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The “Big 10”  

In the March issue of The 
Geneva News the “Big 17” 
cultural group identifiers were 
introduced. Here are the ten 
widely recognized as the most 
polarizing in our society. 

1. Ability (mental and/or 
physical) 

2. Age 
3. Body Size/Shape 
4. Ethnicity 
5. Gender (Gender Identity 

& Gender Expression) 
6. Internationalism (& First 

Language) 
7. Race 
8. Religion 
9. Sexual Orientation 
10. Socio-Economic Status/

Class 

“Welcome those who are weak 
in faith, but not for the purpose 
of quarreling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, 
while the weak eat only 
vegetables. Those who eat 
must not despise those who 
abstain, and those who abstain 
must not pass judgement on 
those who eat; for God has 
welcomed them. Who are you 
to pass judgement on servants 
of another? It is before their 
own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for 
the Lord is able to make them 
stand ….”  Romans 14:1-23 

http://genevapres.org
mailto:erobertson@genevapres.org
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against people wanting to come to this country, but did have a 
problem with immigrants receiving the perks of living in the U.S. 
but at the same time not wanting to become citizens so that they 
had the right to these perks…blah, blah, blah. Karen just listened. 

When I came up for air, we walked silently for a few minutes until 
she broke the silence with a simply statement, “You know, I’m 
Canadian and I’m not a U.S. citizen.” Gulp!

She then proceeded to explain in great detail the nightmare of her 
own path to citizenship, the difficulty of getting a work Visa, finding 
time with three small children to attend citizenship classes, the 
mountains of paperwork and so on.  Finally, after three years, she 
gave up. And this is someone who speaks English and has the 
financial advantages that could assist her in this task. After she 
“schooled” me on the subject, she fell silent once again.

Throughout the rest of the walk my feeble attempts at back-peddling 
and softening my stance fell under the heading “too little, too late”. I 
had been greatly uninformed about the subject and my ignorance and 
cultural bias came through loud and clear. I had greatly offended my 
new friend and was ashamed of myself. Sadly, our friendship was 
never quite the same after this.

Why do I tell this story? Citizenship Status is one of the “Big 17” 
cultural identifiers which separate us and lead to a non-inclusive 
environment. Although I had always believed I was open to people 
immigrating to our country, this conversation with Karen revealed a 
bias I didn’t even know I had, or refused to recognize, and I am 
changed because of it.

I am now vastly more educated on this topic. I no longer jump to 
conclusions about people from different nationalities. I have a much 
greater respect for those who accomplish their goal of American 
citizenship because I now understand how truly difficult it is. Lastly, 
I am less judgmental of those who are not citizens because they may 
be facing obstacles of which I am completely unaware.

As Geneva continues to embrace diversity and inclusion, it is 
paramount that we are honest with ourselves about our long-held 
conscious and unconscious bias we have toward people different 
from ourselves. I challenge each of us to have the courage to identify 
our individual and collective bias. Once we do, we can truly begin the 
journey toward recognizing our differences and welcoming all.
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Congregational 
Meeting Update 

The following Geneva members 
were elected to serve in 
leadership positions in the 
Congregational Meeting held 
Sunday, March 20th: 

Elders for the Class of 2025: 
Joanna Capelle 
Elizabeth Carlisle 
Kwang Seo 

Elder filling unexpired term for 
Class of 2024: 
Penny Prol 

Deacon Filling unexpired term 
for Class of 2022: 
Shirley Fargo 

Deacon-at-Large for 2022: 
Lorna Collins 

Please join us in thanking these 
individuals for stepping up to 
use their gifts in these capacities, 
and continue to pray for them as 
they serve. 

Supporting 
Ukraine 

Support emergency relief to 
those fleeing violence in 
Ukraine by donating to the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency 
through Geneva. Visit 
genevapres.org/give to learn 
more and donate. 

http://genevapres.org
http://genevapres.org/give
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Updated Geneva 
Campus Mask Policy 
The following guidelines for 
face coverings on Geneva’s 
campus went into effect Sunday, 
March 13, 2022:

• Outdoors – no mask required
• Indoors – not required but 

strongly recommended *
• Individual groups may require 

masks for their activities
• Individuals exhibiting 

symptoms of COVID-19 are 
asked to stay home

• Individuals with a recent 
exposure to someone with 
COVID-19 are asked to wear 
a mask at all times

* If Orange County COVID-19 
Community Level is HIGH as 
designated by the CDC in their weekly 
updates, masks will be required for 
everyone indoors. 

Grocery Bags Needed 
In addition to used eyeglasses, 
clean used clothing and other 
textiles, we are adding paper 
and plastic grocery bags to our 
list of items we will collect on 
an ongoing basis. The South 
County Outreach Food Pantry, 
along with non-perishable food 
donations, is also in need of 
grocery bags for those receiving 
items from the pantry. Bags 
may be placed in the Food 
Pantry shopping cart located on 
the courtyard on Sundays and 
in the office during the week.  

Prayer Requests 

Email prayer requests to 
prayer@genevapres.org, call the 
church office at 949-837-2323 or 

stop by and complete a Prayer 
Request Form. 

Paul Arndt 
Bill Barnes 

Bruce and Denise Beckhart 
Steve Brown 

Cynthia Connors and Jim Juhan 
Beth and Norm Coombs 

Harry Fleming 
Laura Galvan 
Hank Green 
David Horne 
Cathy Kalina 

Carol Van Kirk 
Harriet & Bink Lewis 

Sheila Lundy 
George Marsh 

Lucy Messerschmidt 
Bob Warren 

Frank Whitney 
Paul Woodward 

Our Church Prayer 

Disciple making God, experiencing 
repentance, suffering and 
resurrection, daily, is a tremendous 
gift. Give us discipline to live 
your mission of salvation for the 
sake of others to discover and 
experience your favor, love, 
grace and peace. In Jesus' name 
we pray, Amen.  

Geneva Presbyterian Church 
24301 El Toro Road 

Laguna Woods, CA 92637  
(949) 837-2323 • genevapres.org 

One Great Hour Of 
Sharing 
Give now through April 10 to the 
PC(USA) One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering. The three 
programs supported by One 
Great Hour of Sharing - 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program, and Self-Development 
of People - all work in different 
ways to serve individuals and 
communities in need. Give online 
at genevapres.churchcenter.com/
giving (choose One Great Hour 
of Sharing in the dropdown 
menu) or use the special envelope 
in your offering envelope box.

Save the date for 
upcoming events 
• Women’s Retreat – June 

3-5 @ Luther Glen Retreat 
Center in Yucaipa, CA for 
fellowship and rejuvenation. 
Sign-ups begin in May. Cost is 
$199 per person.

• Vacation Bible School – 
June 20-24: VBS is for kids 
PreK through 5th grade. A 
great volunteer opportunity!

• Summer Camp – July 5-9: 
Middle and high schoolers go 
to Catalina Island. Sign-ups 
begin in June. Cost is $475 
per person. Scholarships 
available.

mailto:prayer@genevapres.org
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/giving
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